Information On Reporting Child Abuse  
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT ARE AGAINST THE LAW IN THE STATE OF KENTUCKY, AND SO IS FAILURE TO REPORT IT.

According to KRS 620.030(1):  “Any person who knows or has reasonable cause to believe that a child is dependent, neglected or abused shall immediately make an oral or written report to a local law enforcement agency, the Kentucky State Police or the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.”

What is Abuse?


Abuse is mental, emotional, physical, or sexual injury.

What is Neglect?

Neglect includes (1) failure to provide a child with food, clothing, shelter and/or medical care; and/or (2) leaving a child in a situation where the child is at risk of harm.

How do I make a report?

1. Call the abuse and neglect hotline at (502)595-4550 or 

1-800-752-6200.

2. When you make a report, be specific.  Tell exactly what happened and when.  Be sure to record all injuries or incidents you have observed, including dates and time of day and keep this information secured.

3. Reports should be made as soon as possible but no later that 24 hours before bruises and/or marks start to fade.  It is important for the investigators to be able to see physical signs.

4. Give the agency person any information you have about the relationship between the child and the suspected abuser.

5. Please provide at least the following information in your report.

· Name, sex, approximate age

· Name of the person believed to have been responsible for the abuse/neglect.

· Description of the injury, neglect, or threatened harm to the child.

· The current location of the child.

· Any immediate risk to the child or to the worker ensuring the child’s safety.

· The reporter’s name and identifying information IF the caller wishes to give such information.

Will the person know I’ve reported him/her?


Your report and identity is confidential.

Finally, err on the side of caution.  If you have reason to suspect child abuse, but are not positive, make the report.  If you have any doubts about whether or not it is abuse, call the hotline.  They can advise you if the signs you have observed are abuse.

CHILD ABUSE HOTLINE 1-800-752-6200
